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St. Francis of Assisi Church Hosts Pastoral 
Organists Workshop: November 16th & 17th

Friday & Saturday Workshop: Each day $15/20, members/non-members
Recital & Lunch: Free will offering

Dr. Brian Gurley from the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Albany will present at St. Francis Church 
in Tonawanda on Friday and Saturday, November 16th & 17th. He will be assisted by Joanne Jasinksi, Peter 

Gonciarz, Patrick Barrett, and Maria Chomicka. The conference will begin at 2:00 on Friday and conclude at 
2:00 on Saturday. Guild members are invited to participate in part or all of the events. There is a charge for each 

day’s events.

Friday evening will be a shared recital on the 44 rank Schantz organ. The program will begin at 7:30 and last 
for about one hour. A free-will offering will be taken and a reception will follow the concert.

Dr. Gurley received his Master of Sacred Music from the University of Notre Dame. His organ instructor was 
Dr. Craig Cramer. Gurley earned a doctorate at the University of Wisconsin in choral conducting with a minor 
in organ performance under the direction of John Chappell Stowe. Barrett, Gonciarz and Chomicka received 
their master’s degrees from SUNY Buffalo and Jasinski earned her graduate degree from Cincinnati College 

Conservatory of Music.
Schedule on Friday (Bring music and organ shoes!)

•2:00pm Registration
•2:15pm The care and feeding of the liturgical organist
•3:00pm Organ technique & hymn playing
•4:30pm Small group instruction in church & chapel
•5:30pm Dinner on own
•7:30pm Organ recital

Schedule on Saturday
•8:30am Coffee bar
•9:00am Organ accompaniment for choral music
•10:00am Accessible organ literature for Advent, Christmas  
    & Epiphany
•11:00am Accessible organ literature for Lent, Easter & 
               Pentecost
•12:00pm Lunch
•12:30pm Organ literature for weddings and funerals
•1:30pm Panel discussion
•2:00pm Closing

Return form below to Bill Fay, 57 Columbia Blvd, Kenmore NY,14217; musicman08@verizon.net

NAME_____________________________________ PARISH______________________________________________

PHONE________________________________ EMAIL___________________________________________________

ESTIMATED LEVEL OF SKILL____________________________  NEED LUNCH ON SATURDAY? _____________
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Music for Evangelization
By: Bill Fay, President

     I had the opportunity to attend a seminar by Father Edward Foley at the GIA Fall Institute in Chicago this 
fall. He made an off hand remark about there being less interest in music and liturgy these days. I questioned 
him at the end of the session. I had mentioned that there has been a decrease in membership in NPM and the 
American Guild of Organists with a corresponding decrease in attendance at conventions. I have noticed this 
trend locally as well. He replied that he thought we should spend less time worrying about  liturgy in church  
and take our music out into the community to evangelize the world.  As a guild, how can we respond to such 

a suggestion?

     As I look through the archives, I notice there was a time in the late 1960’s that various guild members took 
their talent to the local prisons. I am thinking of other efforts made to evangelize such as the creation of the 

Cantata Omnes ensemble which is presenting concerts around town. The youthful energy and diverse musical 
styles of the ensemble’s presentation are infectious. Think about what we could do as a guild, or as a parish 

or as an individual to use our music to lift hearts to Christianity. Let us look outward to the world and use our 
music to evangelize the people. I am open to suggestions as to how to do this.

Advent: A Soft Season?
By: Fr. John Mack, Chaplain

The season of Advent rises out of the shadows of late autumn, the dwindling daylight, and stormy weather that 
reminds us more of the winter. Advent emerges as well from the mists of the past, forging our future by 

retrieving our heritage with some of the oldest chants and hymnody. Candlelight glimmers to accompany 
Lessons and Carols, the seminary’s Solemn Vespers and various choral presentations. 

Advent can appear to be “soft season,” varying in length with four Sundays and a varying number of weekdays 
leading to the beginning of the Christmas season with the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord.  Unlike Lent, it can 
be lost amidst all of December’s festivities from Thanksgiving through New Year’s Day.  Yet, the clarion call by 
St. John the Baptist as well as excerpts from Isaiah the prophet are far from sounding soft.  Rather, the prophet-
ic word stirs us into action. As we celebrate Sunday to Sunday, we look forward to the glorious coming of our 

Savior Jesus Christ as part of the Mystery of Faith and live our life of faith in light of that divine promise.   

The realities of Advent as directed toward the coming of Christ in glory and grace, were observed by the 
monk, mystic, priest and poet Thomas Merton several decades ago when he wrote, “The Advent mystery is the 
beginning of the end of all that is not yet Christ within us.” We begin the liturgical year reflecting upon the End 

Times, preparing to celebrate the joy of the Christmas season by acknowledging through longing and 
lamentation a desire to receive the Gift of God’s Grace lavished upon his every moment of every day.  

Post Holiday Guild Dinner
     Last year we had our dinner at Bobby J’s Italian American Grille in Cheektowaga. We will have it there 

again  as we saw an increase in attendance. Please mark your calendar for Monday, January 14th at 6:00pm.
     There is not usually a newsletter after Christmas so please contact our director of hospitality Michael 

Hauser to make your reservation. His number is 716-602-3489.
Beer and wine will be  provided by the guild.

     The restaurant is located at 204 Como Park Blvd near Union Rd. Parking is behind the restaurant.
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GIA 2018 Fall Institute
From October 11-13, GIA hosted their annual Fall 

Institute at Fourth Presbyterian Church in downtown 
Chicago, IL. Besides various choral reading sessions 
and inspiring keynotes from guest speakers such as 
Fr. Michael Joncas, various workshops were offered 
that covered all aspects of litrugical music. Evening 

concerts featured David Haas, Lori True, Zack 
Stachowski, and celebrated composer, Ola Gjeilo. 

Board members Bill Fay and Brian Meyer were both 
in attendence at the conference.    

Save the Dates
• Sunday November 11@ 4:00: St. Benedict’s 
Church, Eggertsville, Concert of Thanksgiving

• Friday November 16 @ 7:30: St. Francis of Assisi 
Church, organ recital with Dr. Brian Gurley 

• Friday/Saturday, November 16/17: St Francis of 
Assisi Church, Tonawanda organists workshop

• Sunday, December 2 @ 3:00pm: OLHC is hosting 
a Christmas concert in the chapel

• Sunday, December 16 @ 4:00pm: Fourteen Holy 
Helpers hosts a Festival of Lessons & Carols - 
Fourteen Holy Helpers Choir, Patrick Barrett, 
Director - Free (an offering will be received)

• Monday January 14 @ 6:00: Bobby J’s Italian 
American Grille, Cheektowaga

• Sunday February 10 @ 2:00: Newman Center, 
SUNY Buffalo, Amherst - Panel Discussion on 

Liturgy and the Disaffected    

• Sunday March 3 @TBA: Children’s Choir Festival 

David Haas Concert
The renowned Catholic liturgical music composer, David Haas, will be 

coming to St. John the Baptist Parish in Kenmore on November 7th, 2018 at 
7:00pm. He will take us on a musical journey of songs and reflections born 
from over 40 years of liturgical composition. His memoir “I Will Bring You 
Home: Songs of Prayer, Stories of Faith” will be available that evening for 
purchase.Some of David’s most popular sacred hymns are: You are Mine, 

Blest are They, We Have Been Told, and We are Called. Please join us in this 
evening of prayer.

Tickets are $10 pre-sale and $15 at the door

Tickets may be purchased at St John the Baptist Rectory 716-873-1122
 or through email cheryldhtickets@gmail.com 

Fourth Presbyterian Church - Chicago, IL



Board Member Spotlight: Chelsea Brodka
Many of you will remember Chelsea as the recipient of the Young Adult Music Ministry Award 

given by the guild. We are so happy that Chelsea has agreed to serve as a board member.
     Chelsea is a resident of Kenmore and a member of St. Benedict Church where she sings 

under the direction of Maria Chomicka.  Our newest board member sings in  the choir, serves 
as cantor and participates in the new Cantate Omnes ensemble.

     As a student of Canisius College, Chelsea has sung in the college chorale, played the piano 
at student masses and taken piano and voice lessons from the college faculty. She traveled to 
Poland as part of the college mission trip. Her major was  childhood and special education 

and she is beginning her master’s degree study this fall. Other activities include environmental 
causes and member of the Kalina Singing Society.

     Welcome to the Guild, Chelsea, and thank you for your commitment to the church!
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November 22:
The Feast of St. Cecelia,
Patroness of Musicians
This year, the Feast of St. Cecelia falls 

on Thanksgiving! As we pass the turkey, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, let’s not 

forget to give God thanks for our gifts, 
talents, and career opportunities as 

church musicians. Let’s also not forget to 
be thankful for the beautiful gift of 
music in all of its various forms. 

Eternal God, you gave us the gift of 
St. Cecilia, a powerful protector and 

patron of music. We strive to pass our 
days faithfully and innocently like holy 

St. Cecilia so that we may come to 
Heaven where we may praise You in 

concert with her.

Amen.

St. Cecelia, pray for us!
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It’s Another Serving of 
Christmas Pie

 Sunday, December 2nd, 2018 at 3:00pm

Maintaining their Christmas Pie Concert tradition, 
the Freudig Singers of Western New York will usher 

in the holiday season at Blessed Trinity with a 
glorious array of choral pieces selected by music 

director Roland E. Martin. The program will include 
new works as well as traditional holiday favorites.
As always, “Christmas Pie” features a post-concert 
reception where audience members are treated to 

beverages and – you guessed it – a delicious serving 
of Christmas pie. Tickets are priced at $15 and may 
be purchased from any Freudig singer or at the door. 

For further information, visit: 
www.freudigsingersofwny.org.

Blessed Trinity’s Landmark Church, located at 317 
Leroy Avenue, Buffalo, is wheelchair accessible with 

secured, off-street parking.

St. Benedict’s Has Pipe Organ 
Renovated 

The Schlicker pipe organ at St. Benedict’s has been 
newly renovated by Kerner and Merchant Pipe 

Organ Builders. The renovation project included a 
full re-leathering of the organ and the addition of a 
digital 32’ stop. The project was completed in two 
stages: the first was the re-leathering and cleaning 
of the great and positiv pipes; the second was the 
re-leathering and cleaning of the swell and pedal 

divisions, along with the addition of the digital 32’ 
stop. You can hear the effects of this renovation 
project at a Concert of Thanksgiving on Sunday, 

November 11th at 4:00pm at St. Benedict Church. 
The concert will feature several solo pieces on the 

organ performed by CMG organists, Maria Chomicka 
and Peter Gonciarz, as well as choral music 

performed by the Cantate Omnes Choir and St. 
Benedict’s Choir. Several of our CMG members will 
be performing and Cantate Omnes will be debuting 

a choral piece written by one of our own guild 
members, James Bobak. In the midst of a difficult 
year in our diocese and church, it is easy to get 

caught up in discouragement. At this concert, we 
want to share hope and give thanks for the many 

blessings of this past year. We hope you can join us 
for this free concert of beautiful, uplifting music!

New Music From Jeff Jeckovich
Liturgical Music Works composed by Jeff Jeckovich, CMG member and Director of Music Ministries at St. Vincent 

de Paul Parish, are now available at sheetmusicplus.com. In-print works by Jeff include:

1. Mass of Providence - full score for SAB voices/piano accompaniment/two C instruments/two tenor instruments/
guitar chords and bass instrument. Overall,the Mass is in a contemporary worship style.

2. All That We Can Be (2-part vocal, lead sheet with guitar chords and C instrument part) A contemporary, 
medium rock-tempo, sacred piece based on a Young Adult Lenten theme of “Be Your Real Self”. 

3. Today Is Born Our Savior (A Christmas Psalm) – full score for SAB voices/piano accompaniment/C instrument/
guitar chords and bass instrument. 

 
4. Be Merciful, O Lord (A Psalm for Lent) - full score for SAB voices/piano accompaniment/two C instruments/two 

tenor instruments/guitar chords and bass instrument. 
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